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VWrieTHER PAUL, OR APOLLOS, OR CEPHAS—= 
ALL AnE YOURS, 


% pp is a ſtriking analogy, in many re- 

ſpects, between the natural and moral 
worlds. In the former, we behold a beautiful 
variety, ſuited to meet the various ſenſes, to 
gratify the diverſified taſtes, and to pleaſe the 
fancies of men, In the latter, we find an equal 


accommodation to their moral, intellectual and 


ſentimental taſte. Food for the mind, as well 
as the body, is provided in plenty and variety, 
ſerved up in different forms, and by different 
hands; yet all deſigned for the ſame end. In 
accommodation to the different capacities, diſ- 
poſitions and habits of men, and to facilitate 
their progreſs in knowledge and virtue, God 


has been pleaſed to communicate moral truths 
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and religious ſentiments, by a great diverſity of 
men, ways and means. So far from becoming 
the occaljon of party diſputes and contentions, 
this diverfity ſhould be ranked among the oth- 
er innumerable inſtances of divine goodneſs. 
Ic ſhould excite in us emotions of gratitude and 
praiſe, It became, however, the cauſe of great 
altercation among the infantile chriſtians at 
Corinth. Influenced by a ſelfiſh ſpirit, and nat 
conſidering that, by the goſpel, they were incor- 
porated into one body, and made heirs to the 
ſame benefits, divifions aroſe among them on 
account of their different apinions of men and 


things, 


ST, Paul reproves them for their weakneſs 
in contending about the different talents of 
men employed in diſpenſing the ſame religion ; 
eſpecially as this diverſity of gifts was deſigned 
to accommodate their various diſpoſitions. 
They diſcovered a ſpirit unfriendly to the unity 
of the body of Chriſt, when they ſaid -“ I am 
of Paul, and I of Apollos.“ This conduct the 
apoſtle reproves by inquiring—* Who is Paul, 
and who is Apollos, but miniſters by whom ye 
believed?“ Why theſe diſtinctions? Are they 
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not both miniſters of the ſame goſpel; appoint- 
ed to the ſame ſervice, and for the ſame end ? 


Whatever gifts they poſſeſs are devoted to your 
edification. Therefore, let not man glory in 
men. For all things are yours: Whether Paul, 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, os 
death, or things preſent, or things to come, all 
are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
God's.'—Tr would be agreeable to purſue this 
beautiful climax thro all its gradations, and con- 
ſi ler the ineſtimable privileges belonging to the 
chriſtian world, But it will be neceſſary to col- 
1-t our thoughts to a ſingle point, To this, 
the words ſelected to give a lead to a diſcourſe 
on the preſent occaſion, direct our attention. 
Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas—all are 
yours,” 


AFTER viewing the different features of their 
characters, we ſhall reduce the ſubje to a prac- 
tical improvement, 


In drawing the diſtinguiſhing traits in 
theſe ſeveral characters, we ſhall be moſt par- 
ticular with thoſe of St. Paul. His writings 
furniſh us with the greateſt variety of materi- 
ats.—Porn at Tarſus, a city renowned for its 
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literary advantages, of a lively and penetrating 
genius, educated in the {chool of ſcience under 
the tuition of a learned doctor of laws, he be- 
came deeply learned in the laws and cuſtoms 
of his own country; in the juriſprudence 


and hierarchy of his own nation. 


To his acquaintance with the literature of the 
ancients, and with the laws, religion and ſcience of 
his own times, are we to aſcribe his maſterly rea- 
ſonings in favor of chriſtianity, as a ſcheme ari- 
ſing from, and grafted upon the moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion. A ſcheme which, without unchurching the 
Tews, admitted the Gentiles to equal privileges 
with them. To his acquaiatance with the poetry 
of the heathen, are we to aſcribe the many apt fi- 
gures, the animating and beautiful images which 
embelliſh and enliven his writings, But what is 
the moſt profound erudition, what the ſmooth- 
ly lowing period, what-the ornaments of flyle, 
in comparifon with the virtues of the mind, 2 
heart formed to piety, ſenſihilicy and goodnels 2 
Our chriſtian apoſtle conſiders all his other ac- 
quirements of little worth, compared with © the 
excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt, Tho 
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he had * profited above his equals,” (in 
years) at the feet of Gamaliel, yet he eſtimates 
the knowledge he acquired at the feet ot 
Jeſus as of infinitely .greater value. He doeg 
not mean to depreciate the ſciences, nor to 
undervalue the learning he had gained in the 
ichools ; but to exalt the knowledge he acquir- 
ed in the ſchool of Chriſt. The former enabled 
him to ſhine with diſtinguiſhed luſtre as a chriſ- 
tlan miniſter, 'The latter guided his way to 
divine truth, which unboſomed itſelf to his 
mind, from the fountain of light and truth, 
Subdued in his way to Damaſcus, his preju- 
dices, which till now had blinded his eyes, yield» 
ed to the force of truth, and he anxiouſly in- 
quired, * Lord, what wilt thou have me to do d- 


InxLUENCED by a ſenſe of the abounding 
mercy and grace of God, whereof he was made 
2 partaker, enlightened by his ſpirit, and 
prompted by an ardent deſire that others ſhould 
ſhare the ſame bleſſings, he went forth in the 
full powers of reaſon, eloquence and zeal, to en- 
lighten, convince and perſuade men. He ſtood 
forth in the midſt of dangers, ſufferings and 


death, to plead the cauſe of truth and righteouls 
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nefs ; and accounted his life of ſo much greater 
value, by how much the more he might be en- 
abled to © win ſouls to Chriſt,” 


Hrs writings happily unite elegance, neat- 
neſs and chaſte ſimplicity of ſtyle, with perſpi- 
cuity and conciſeneſs in compoſition, He af- 
fects not the fraudful arts of the orator, his ſub- 
ject needs them not; but with great plain- 
neſs of ſpeech' he touches the grave, the pa- 
thetic and the ſublime. Never, perhaps, was 
there comprized, in ſo ſmall a compals, a greats 
er variety of uſeful add entertaining ſentiments, 
than in his writings. His epiſtles are a maga- 
zine of the moſt extenſive, agreeable and uſes 
ful knowledge. His addreſſes are pertinent 
and pungent, but kind and affectionate. Cal- 
culated to gratify the imaginarion, while they 
. enlighten the underſtanding and touch the 
heart, they perſuaded the unbelieving, and 
made great offenders tremble. As a reaſoner, 
he is nervous; as a writer, cloſe and compact ; 
and he never loſes ſight of his ſubject. That 
which gives weight and worth to the whole, is, 
he ſpake nothing but what he felt, and wrote 
nothing but what he conceived to be dictated 
by the ſpirit of truth. In his heart and affec- 


As ORDINATION SERMON. 2 


tions reigned that goſpel of which he was a 
miniſter, 

To all the chriſtian world it may be ſaid 
This Paul, the learned ſcholar, the profound 
reaſoner, the exalted chriſtian, * is yours.“ His 
preaching benefited thoſe of his own day. His 
writings are profitable for every age. They 
abound with the fineſt ſtrokes of morality. 
They charm the ear by ſublime comments on 
the unſearchable riches of divine grace, in pro- 
claiming to a guilty world that mercy, which 
would be unto eternal life to all who believe 
and obey the goſpel. They warm the heart 
with devotion and piety, while they inſpire the 
moſt unbounded charity to men. Theſe writ- 
ings have been preſerved from the moth of 
time, and the violence of faction; and handed 
down to us with general oncorruptneſs. They 
are worthy the attention of every one, who has 
any taſte for excellence in ſentiment, fairneſs in 


reaſoning, or perſpicuity in ſtyle. 

SCARCELY need I digreſs from the purſuit 
of my deſign, in this place, to remind my reſ- 
pected audience of the intereſt they have in 
thoſe excellent vritings. Children of men! 
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For you were they delivered. For you have 
thoſe maſterly reaſonings, thoſe manly counſels; 
reproofs and inſtructions been compiled and 
preſerved ; that the body of Chriſt, the church, 
may be built up and edified. To them you 
will do well to take heed as to a light ſhining 
in a dark place to guide the benighted travel- 
ler, to illumine the path in which you ſhould 
Walk. | 


Ca it be needful—T am ſure it cannot be 
amiſs—to call to the minds of his ſucceſſors, 
his eminent example as a proper model for all 
chriſtian miniſters, May they reſemble him 
more and more in that warmth of devotion, 
that ardent piety, that extent of charity which 
marked his character! No leſs may their pub- 
jic miniſtrations bear the ſtamp of good ſenſe, 
judicious reaſonings, excellence of ſentiment 
and catholiciſm of ſpirit. 


IT is with peculiar pleaſure that I contem- 
plate the proſpects of this ſociety in this reſpect, 
The young gentleman, who is now to be inſti- 
tuted a chriſtian miniſter, and deſignated to the 
paſtoral office in this congregation of the chriſ- 


tian church, will, ] doubt not, cheerfully adopt 
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this excellent model; and feel himſelf happy 
in yielding his utmoſt powers to their ſervice, 
Like Paul, will he avoid uſeleſs ſpeculations 
and unedifying theories. He will be more ſo- 
licitous to offer his hearers uſeful ſentiments, 
and practical truths, than to amuſe them with 
paradoxes, and ſyſtems of his own contrivance ; 
making perſpicuity and perſuaſion the great ob- 
ject of his public performances; exemplary pi- 
ety and virtue oſ his private conduct. While 
he does this with fidelity, and a manly fervor, we 
cannot doubt but they will receive him in love, 
Caſting the mantle of charity over the infirmi- 
ties of the man, they will relpect the miniſter, 
and endeavor to profit by his learning and pie- 
ty, and by his exemplary life and converſation, 


© ALL things are yours; whether Paul, or 
Apollos.' 


In the hiſtory of the acts of the Apoſtles, 
St. Luke ſpeaks of Apollos as an eloquent 
man, and mighty in the ſcriptures.” To a tho- 
rough acquaintance with the ſcriptures, we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe he added a lively, a com- 
manding voice, an energy of expreſſion that 
rendered him an agreeable and uſcful preacher. 
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Furniſhed with the voice of thunder and clotheq 
with the vivid rays of lightning, his preaching 
was ſuited to rouſe the lumbering, to carry con- 
viction to the ſeared conſcience, and to excite 
the hardned offender to fly from impending ru- 
in. Doubtleſs the commanding force of his 
elocution touched the paſſions of many, and 
probably convinced the judgment of ſome. To 
little purpoſe are the paſſions excited, unleſs 
the underſtanding is informed, and the judg- 
ment directed. Nor does the conſcience al- 
ways feel the force of the truths to which the 
mind gives its aſſent, Reaton often becomes 
the dupe of paſſion, and we ſuffer ourſelves to be 
carried away contrary to our judgment. There- 
fore, it is ſaid “ Paul may plant and Apollog 
water, but God gives the increaſe.“ The ſpi- 
rit of God attending thoſe means he hath ap- 
pointed, renders them effectual to the attentive 
and conſiderate. Alike deyoted to the good 
of the church are the reaſoning of Paul and the 
eloquence of Apollos, 


Iv the ſame ſenſe * Cephas is yours.” 


THrs title our Lord beſtowed on Peter on 
account of his firmneſs, and the future uſe he 
mould make of him in building vp his church, 
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He appears to have been a perſon of a ſan- 
guine temper, great courage and fortitude, 
Fired with an honeſt zeal in his maſter's cauſe, 
buc perhaps too much elated by the marks of 
diſtinction confered on him by Chriſt, he ſuffer- 
ed a moſt ſevere trial of his attachment to his 
lord. He fell diſgraceful. Alas for the miniſ- 
ters of religion ! What need have they of firm- 
neſs and courage ?—This proved an uſeful leſ- 
fon to him. May it be ſo to them! Who is 
always proof againſt temptation ? Peter yielded 
to its violence. The reflection embittered all 
his days. His example ſtands as a beacon to 
warn all ſucceding miniſters of the folly of pre- 
ſumption, and the duty of repentance. 


He afterwards diſcovered great magnanim- 
ity in preaching the goſpel in the face of a per- 
ſecuting world. He ſealed the truth with his 
blood, and that in a manner that ſhowed the ſin- 
cerity of his repentance, and of his attachment 
to Chriſt. He preached the firſt ſermon ever 
delivered in defence of chriſtianity; in which 
he proved the truth of the new teſtament by the 
fulfilment of the old, He ſhowed his hearers 
that many of their ancient propheſies were that 
day fulfilled, He proved to the conviction of 
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many, that Jeſus whom they had wickedly, and 
contrary to their own law put to death, was the 
Meſſiah. His epiſtles are of great uſe in the 
chriſtian world. They are written in a pleaſing, 
animating ſtrain. They were deſigned to guard 
chriſtians in his day againſt apoſtacy, and the vi- 
ces to which they were peculiarly expoſed, to 
confirm the chriſtian hope, to ſupport the heart 
in affliction, to carry conſolation to the houſe of 
woe, to bring back the wandering ſinner to 
God and happineſs, and to excite the chriſtian 
to diligence, ſteadfaſtneſs and perſeverance in 
the duties of moral, ſocial and domeſtic lire, 
thro all ages of the chriſtian church. Thus 
are Paul, Apollos and Cephas yours.“ 


Sixct the miniſters, the means and ordinan- 
ces of religion are all appointed for the good 
of men, how culpable are they who make theſe 
the occaſion of diviſion and animoſity in the 
chriſtian church. 


To ſuch the inquiry of St. Paul will perti- 
nently apply Is Chriſt divided ? was Paul 
crucified for you ? or were ye baptized into the 
name of Paul ? Why then is the church of 
Chriſt rent by endleſs diviſions, and tora by 
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perpetual animofities ? © The kingdom of God 
is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, peace 
and joy in the holy ghoſt,” The effence, and 
indiſpenſible obligations of the chriſtian religion 
conſiſt in ſubſtantial virtue and piety, in charity 
and peaceableneſs, and in that joy and cheer- 
fulneſs which reſult from a heart purified, and 
a life directed by the word of God. In theſe 
great principles all are agreed, 


SHALL thoſe, who are agreed in the eſſential 
properties of the chriftian religion, contend be- 
cauſe they have different apprehenſions about 
ſome leſs matters, and are not alike clear as to 
the external forms of profeſſion ? Differences 
that ariſe among chriſtians are generally about 
things of leſs conſequence ; about fentiments 
formed merely on matters of opinion to which 
men are determined partly by conſtitution, more 
by accidental cauſes, moſt of all by education 
and habit, There is no diſpute whether men 
ſhould be virtuous, pious and good. Suppoſe 
then that they become ſo under the nurturing 
hand of different forms, men or ſchemes ; ſhall 
we go about to proſelyte them from one com- 
munion to another? Of all the evil ſpirits that 
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ever infeſted ſociety a proſelyting ſpirit is the 
worſt, moſt deſtructive of peace, moſt baneful 
to pure and undefiled religion, and moſt dis- 
honorable to chriſtianity. 


Bur the common miſchief is, that thoſe who 
are very zealous to convert others to their own 
ſentiments and obſervances, fancy that thoſe 
people have no virtue who are not of the ſame 
religious perſuaſion with themſelves ; that they 
are deficient in underſtanding becauſe they do 
not adopt the ſame opinions. In the miſt of 
metaphiſics, or of ſuperſtition, they looſe fight 
of charity ; and are more zealous for modes of 
faith than for the virtues of the chriſtian life, or 
the peace of ſociety. 


Czasr, thou demon of ſtrife, any longer to 
. wound the bleeding cauſe of chriſtianity ! Let 
the preſent enlightened age commence the hap- 
py era of an univerſally tolerant ſpirit. Science 
and religion can never have their proper ſcope 
but when nurtured in the ſoil of liberty. By 
liberty, I mean an independent ſpirit of inqui- 
ry, free from the ſhackles of ſuperſtition, the 
wild-fire of enthuſiaſm, or the terrors of bi- 


gotry. 
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As to the free exerciſe of the rights of conſci- 
ence, we enjoy it in perfection. It is our hap- 
py lot, my fellow chriſtians, to live in a country 
that has the honor of exhibitjng the firſt inſtance 
the world ever ſaw, of a civil government eſ- 
tabliſhed in favor of univerſal liberty. It is 
the glory of the united ſtates, that, with the ſtar 
of empire, fixed therein is the brighter ſun of 
univerſal toleration.” May we not here ſee the 
dawn of brighter days on earth? May we not 
indulge a hope that the period is not far diſtant 
when the different ſects, which divide the chriſ- 
tian name, inſpired with the true ſpirit of candor, 
ſhall affectionately harmonize in promoting a 
common cauſe ; that heaven-born religion, 
whoſe great object was to prepare ſubjects for 
the kingdom of glory above, by promoting 

peace on earth and good will among men. 


SECONDLY, We are led to reflect with grati- 
tude on the goodneſs of God in the care he has 
taken to diffuſe uſeful knowledge, and preſerve 
order in the world, To this end were the holy 
ſcriptures compiled, and the miniſtry inſtituted. 
Not only has he founded his church on a rock, 
and guarded it againſt 0M aſſaults of violence; 
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but provided means of ſecurity againſt the ja- 
roads of infidelity, the cants of railery,and the ri- 
dicule of the ſcoffer. The powers of wit have been 
employed againſt the ſcriptures without ſucceſs? 
Indeed, they have gathered luſtre from its poliſh= 
ing hand, That the means of knowledge 
might never be wanting, and that men, too ea» 
fily abſorbed by the cares and pleaſures of the 
world, might never be left without friendly 
counſel, he ſent forth his apoſtles with learning, 
eloquence, and zeal to preach and eſtabliſh the 
goſpel, Theſe have been ſucceded by the mi- 
niſters of religion, endued with various gifts to 
ſuit that variety of taſte, and to ſupply that va- 
riety of call which the circumitances of the 
world might make, 


* ET Lats 

For your good they are appointed. They 
are © choſen from among men and ordained 
for men in things pertaining to God.“ To 
your ſervice their powers are all devoted, 
Their time is principally to be employed in rea- 
ding and ſtudy, in acquiring a knowledge of 
the ſcriptures, and the great principles of reli- 
gion, that they may be able to unſold the ſame 
in a rational and conſiſtent manaer, To do this 
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underſtandingly, and to urge the praftice of 
duty in that variety of light which is requiſite 
to eatch the ear, to engage the attention, and 
to ſuit the capacity of all, requires much labor 
and application, Whatever they are, whatever 
they have, all are yours. Not a ray of light 
beams on their mind, but it is reflected upon 
your path, Not an effort within their power, 
out the faithful miniſter is willing to make it for 
the good of the church. This is an inſtitution 
of heaven, wiſely contrived for the promotion of 
knowledge and virtue. As there are but few who 
nave opportunity to inquire thoroughly into the 
truth, or to explain the meaning of the more in- 
tricate parts of ſcripture, or open to view the 
various relations of men from which their du- 
ties and obligations ariſe ; it is of high impor- 
tance that ſome individuals ſhould be ſet apart 
for this purpoſe, Often is it neceſſary that we 
be reminded of our duty, and urged to the prac- 
tice of it by motives addreſſed in different forms, 
We need the learning of a Paul to teach us, 
the eloquence of an Apollos to rouſe us from 
ſupineneſs and inattention, and the warmer 
zeal of a Cephas to enliven and confirmus, that 
we may be ſtedfaſt to the end. 


4 . — 1 
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Tux ſuhject furniſhes us, in the third place, 
with ſome inſtruction as to the manner both of 
preaching and hearing the goſpel. It is, in- 
deed, of little conſequence what we ſay or how 
we ſay it, unleis our temper and practice cor- 
reſpond with the purity of the goſpel. A holy 
life is the moſt perſuaſive ſermon, expreſſed too 
in a language which all men can underſtand, 
Our light ſhould ſhine not only from the deſk, 
but from the theatre of action. In the ordi- 
nary courſe of life, circumſpection ſhould mark 
all our conduct. There is a dignity and pro- 
priety of charater to which it becomes us to 
aſpire; in the neglect of which, religion, with 
its miniſters, often ſuffers, In compoſition and 
diſcourſe, we are not to diſregard what is beau- 
tiful and pleaſing. There is an elegance, neat- 
neſs and chaſte ſimplicity of compoſition that 
adds to the worth of the beſt fermons. Nor 
are gracefulneſs and energy in delivery below 
dur notice. Of theſe we have excellent models 
in the characters we have juſt been viewing, 
if we expect the public to hear and attend 
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5 what is offered them we ovoeh to conſider 
1 #, © 7. . . {1 . LK] 1 - 1 . 

what and how we offer, What right has any 


7 SO I | * _ 
one to obtrude on an eniighicned audience, the 
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indigeſted reveries of his own imagination; or 
to claim their patient hearing of the crude ex- 
temporaneous effuſions of his mind on thoſe 


great ſubjects which it requires much time and 


ſtudy to digeſt and arrange? A regular diſ- 
courſe makes a more laſting impreſſion up- 
on the hearer than detached ſentences, and 
gives to his rational powers a more ſalutary 


exerciſe, 


Nor that we are to addreſs the ear, without 
attempting to better the heart, This would 
be to amuſe, not to edify. The great doQrines 
and duties of religion ſnould engage our main 
attention. To open and explain the peculiar 
doctrines of chriſtianity, to urge the duties of it 
by the regards we owe to Chriſt, to handle 
every ſubje& of diſcourſe on chriſtian princi- 
ples, ſcems to be the peculiar buſineſs of the 
chriſtian miniſter, * We preach not ourſelves, 
but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and ourſelves your 
ler vants, for Jeſus' ſake.” The advancement 
of his kingdom, and the ſalvation of men form 
the great object of the miniſtry; and when we 
bear to the world thoſe important concerns in 
a decent, and an affectionate manner, I think 


* 
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we may reaſonably expect their attendance, and 
candid hearing. 


WII this obſervation I ſhall cloſe the diſ- 
courſe. If any decline to give the goſpel a hear- 
ing under a notion that it may not be true,they 
ſhould conſider that it is a queſtion of a high 
and important nature whether the goſpel be 

from God or not. It claims to be from him, 
and carries evidences of the juſtice of the claim 
that cannot be reſiſted. Whatever difficulties 
or objections may ariſe in the mind about the 
truth of revelation, yet when we view its in- 
ternal characters we find the ſureſt marks of di- 
vinity. It has for its object the belt intereſts of 
men. It preſents to the mind a vaſt variety of 
the moſt inſtructive and intereſting truths, in- 
ſpires the moſt auguſt ideas, relieves it under 
i the bittereft pains by the balm of hope, pours 
into our boſom the moſt refined jovs, and is 
divinely accommodated to our preſent ſtate and 
condition, 


Ir any ſhould ſtill doubt its authenticity, yet 
it is a queſtion of ſo high a nature as to demand 
their attention, and further inquiry ; and ſuch 
is the importance of public worſhip to the world 
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that it claims their countenance and attend. 
ance on the outward forms of inſtruction what- 
ever may be their ſpeculative opinions. The 
things of which we diſcourſe to you are of all 
the molt intereſting, They extend their influ- 
ence thro the varying ſcenes and concerns 
of life. They forſake us not in the vale of 
death, Yea, they treat of the great things of 
another ſtate of exiſtence, of worlds diſſolving 
with fervent heat, of the univerſal wreck of 
nature, of a day of final recompence, of the joys 
of an eternal heaven, and of the perdition of 
ungodly men. Theſe, theſe, Sirs, are the mo- 
mentous ſubjects addreſſed to your ears! Do 
they not deſerve your conſtant and deliberate 
attention ?— Hear, then, Oh ! hear, for his 
ſake, who from the lofty height of his habitati- 
on, ſpeaks in his word; for his ſake, h ex- 
piring on Calvary's awful top, gave birth to the 
moſt benevolent ſcheme of religion that ever 
bleſt the race of man; yea, hear that your ſovls 


may live, 


— „ — 


